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Ayahk From
The Qur'an
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That Day (On the Day

of Judgement) shall
We set a seal on
their mouths. But
their hands will
speak to Us, and
their feet bear
witness, to all that
they did.

[Surah Vasin: 65]
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Technique to Understand Qur’an

Before the reader begins the study of the Quran, he must bear in mind that it is a unique Book, quite different from
the books one usually reads. Unlike conventional books, the Quran does not contain information, ideas or arguments
about specific themes arranged in a literary order. That is why a stranger to the Quran, on his first approach to i, is
baffled when he does not readily find its theme. Nor does he find it divided into chapters with different topics treated
separately. Neither does he see separate instructions for life's various aspects arranged in a sequential order. He
does find that it deals with creeds, gives moral instructions, lays down laws, invites people to Islam, admonishes the
disbelievers, draws lessons from historical events, administers warnings, gives glad tidings, all blended together in a
beautiful manner. The same subject is repeated in different ways and one topic follows the other without any
apparent connection. Sometimes a new topic crops up in the middle of another without any apparent reason. The
diction of the speaker and of those being spoken to and the direction of the address change without notice. There is
no sign of sections and divisions anywhere. Historical events are presented but not as in history books. The problems
of philosophy and metaphysics are treated in a manner different from that of the textbooks on the subjects. Man and
the universe are mentioned in a language different from that of the natural sciences. Likewise it follows its own
method of solving cultural, political, social and economic problems and deals with the principles and injunctions of
law in a manner quite different from that of the sociologists, lawyers and jurists. Morality is taught in a way that has
no parallel in the whole of literature.
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Atter 1+ Page Technique to Understand Qur’an

That is why the unwary reader is baffled and puzzled when he finds all these things contrary to his conception of a book. He begins to feel that the
Quran is a book without any order, or that it deals with miscellaneous topics in an incoherent manner. As a result its opponents raise strange
objections against the Quran, and its modem followers adopt strange devices to ward off doubts and objections. They either resort to escapism or
put forward strange interpretations to ease their minds. Sometimes they try to create artificial connections between the verses to explain away the
apparent incoherencies, and, as a last resort, they even accept the theory that the Quran deals with miscellaneous topics without any order or
coherence. Consequently, verses are isolated from their context and confusion is produced in the meanings.

This happens when the reader does not take into consideration that the Quran is a unique book. It does not, like other books, state at the
beginning the subject it deals with and the object it intends to achieve. Its style and method of explaining things are also quite different from those
of other books and it does not follow any bookish order. Above all, it is not a book on "religion" in the sense this word is generally understood. That
is why when a reader approaches the Quran with the common notions of a book, he is rather puzzled by its style and manner of presentation. He
finds that at many places the back-ground has not been mentioned and the circumstances under which a particular passage was revealed have
not been stated. As a result, the ordinary reader is unable to benefit fully from the most precious treasures contained in the Quran, though
occasionally he may succeed in discovering a few gems here and there. People become victims of doubts who are not acquainted with these
distinctive features of the Quran. They seem to find miscellaneous topics scattered throughout its pages and have difficulty understanding the
meanings. Even those verses which are absolutely clear appear to them irrelevant in the contexts they occur.

The reader may be saved from all these difficulties, if he is warned beforehand that the Book he is going to study is the only book of its kind in the
whole world, that its literary style is quite different from that of all other books; that its theme is unique and that his preconceived notions of a book
cannot help him understand the Quran. He should free his mind from preconceived notions and get acquainted with the distinctive features of this
Book. Then and then alone can he understand it. In order to understand the Quran thoroughly, it is essential to know the nature of this Book, its
central idea and its aim and object. The reader should also be well'acquainted with its style, the terms it uses and the method it adopts to explain
things. He should keep in mind the background and circumstances under which a certain passage was revealed.

Background: One cannot fully understand many of the topics discussed in the Quran unless one is acquainted with the background of their
revelation. One should know the soci antecedents-or conditions which help explain aﬁ particular topic. For, the Quran was
not revealed as a complete book at oncE HeLUId=GOaIagko er a Written copy of it to Muhammad (Peag@§ upon him) at the very beginning of
his mission and command him to publish it anC rayie-pecpe tghadspka prticular way of life. Moreovggit#S not a literary work of the common
conventional type that develops its central theme in 2 188igal HERE8ESReonform to the style of sugli@ibrk. The Quran adopts its own style to
properly quide the Islamic Movement that was started by CefiggIESSERgEUNder his direct co . Accordingly, God revealed the Quran
piecemeal to meet the requirements of the movement in its different Stages: — =’Il
T u— 7/

SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDY OF THE QW
As people turn to the Quran with different aims and objectives, it is not possible to offer general’advice about a method of study that will fuffill the

requirements of all. | am, however, interested only in those who want to understand and seek guidance from it for the solution of human problems.
| will offer some suggestions which may help satisfy the needs of such people and remove their difficulties. The one prerequisite for understanding
the Quran is to study it with an open and detached mind. Whether one believes it is a revealed book or not, one should free the mind of bias in
favor of or against it, get rid of all preconceived opinions, and then approach it with the sole desire of understanding it. People who study it with
preconceived notions read only their own ideas between the lines and cannot grasp what the Quran wants to convey. While this method of study
can never be fruitful even with other books, it is totally fruitless when applied to the Quran.

There is another thing which must be kept in mind. If a cursory acquaintance with the contents of the Quran is all that is desired, then one reading
of it might be sufficient. But if a deeper find out its fundamental principles and the way of life it tries to build upon them. During this preliminary
study, if some questions occur in his mind, the reader should note them down and patiently continue his study, for he is likely to find their answers
somewhere in the Quran itself. If he finds answers to his questions, he should note them along with the questions. But if, after his first reading, any
questions remain unanswered, he should proceed to the second reading. | can say from my own experience that after the second reading, hardly a
single question remains unanswered.

After getting this general insight into the Quran, one should begin its detailed study, taking notes of the different aspects of its teachings. For
example, note should be made of what pattern of life it approves, and which style of living it disapproves. One should write down the qualities of a
good man next to those of a bad man in order to bring both of them clearly before his mind. The same method should be followed when reading
about the things which lead man to success and salvation, and those which lead to his failure and ruin. The teachings and instructions in the
Quran about belief, morality, obligations, civilization, culture, economics, politics, law, social systems, peace, war, and other human issues should
pe studied and illustrated. These notes should be organized and combined to forma complete sketch of the system of life which the Quran a

m represent. ---- Continue to Page 8
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If one desires to know the Quran's solution to a certain human problem, he should first study the relevant literature, both ancient and modern,
and note down the basic issues. Use should be made of any modern research in the given field. Then, he should study the Quran with the
knowledge is sought, the Quran must be read several times, and each time from a different perspective. Those who desire to make a thorough
study of the Quran should read it at least twice with the sole aim of understanding the system of life it presents. The goal should be to objective
of finding the answers to those issues. | can say from personal experience that when the Quran is studied with the goal of researching any
problem, an answer will be found to it even in those verses which were skipped over without imagining what treasures lay hidden therein.

But in spite of all these devices, the inspiring spirit of the Quran can never be fully grasped unless its message is put into practice. For the Quran
is neither a book of abstract ideas nor ungrounded theories which can be studied in an easy chair. Neither is it a book of religious mysteries and
riddles which must be unraveled in monasteries and universities. It is a Book sent to inspire people to start a movement by directing their
energies towards achievement of its mission. It is only by going to the 'battlefield’ of life that one can understand its real message. This is why a
quiet and amiable person like Muhammad (God's peace be with him) had to come out of his seclusion, start the Islamic Movement and fight
against the rebellious world. It was the Quran which urged him to declare war against every kind of falsehood and engage in conflict with the
leaders of disbelief. It was this Book which attracted good people from every home and gathered them under the banner of Islam in order to fight
against the upholders of the old system, who organized themselves into a gang to oppose them. During this long and bitter struggle between
right and wrong, truth and falsehood, which continued for twenty three years, the Quran went on guiding the Movement in every phase and at
every stage until it succeeded in establishing the Islamic System in its perfection.

It is obvious that the truths contained in the Quran can in no way be grasped by mere recitation of it. For, to get these truths, an active role must
be taken in the conflict between belief and unbelief, real and unreal, truth and falsehood. A man can understand it only if he takes up its
message, invites the world to accept it, and moves on forever in accordance with its Guidance. By this alone will he experience all that
happened during the revelation of the Quran.

Such a man will experience all those conditions which the Prophet (Pbuh), and his companions, (RA) experienced. He will encounter the trials
and tribulations of the Mecca’s, Taif's, and Abysinia’s, he will pass through the same fire that passed through at the battles of Badr, Uhud,
Hunain, and Tabuk. The rich and powerful, the ignorant and oppressive will be encountered, the hypocrites and two-faced will be dealt with; in
short, every type of person the Quran mentions will be confronted. Incidentally, this is a wonderful experience in itself, and is well worth the try.
This is from me but true knowledge is from God; | have full trust in Him and turn to Him for true guidance.

---- Ref: An Introduction to The Quran - Abul Faruque

&< When you buy any food please check for the following Haraam Ingredients. TR AT- AN ToITS, T AL ¢ 7B Wit
You can make a copy of this list and distribute it to your family members. e-mail @ QIR AT FeA Ot efSFlre 21, TPIER |

Reference: www.eat-halal.com

Haram Food Ingredients

Animal shortening Investigate
Collagen (Pork) Haraam *Animal fat shortening can be from beef
Diglyceride (animal) Haraam tallow or lard. If it is from lard, then it is \

Enzyme (animal) Haraam Haraam. If it is from beef tallow, then the

Fatty acid (animal) Haraam animal has to have been slaughtered

Gelatin Haraam Islamically, otherwise it is Haraam. AT TA (aT a’ﬁ?ﬂ' @CdC8d d |3 g ﬂ K2 'ﬂTo)

Glyceride (animal) Haraam

Glycerol/glycerin (animal) Haraam W C_W m W '—"W _C_
A **Rennet/Pepsin: Rennet is a milk ? o 2 o

Hormones (animal) Haraam

Hydrolyzed animal protein Haraam coagulant that is the concentrated extract ATACT AT, JOTT dT wﬁ- OTd 12 9o1d
i i S 9 D S

Lard Haraam of renin enzyme obtained from calves

ithi if then Halaal stomachs. Note: At the time of purchase, >
Lecithin _(l SOYal en Halaal) Haraam § : p fw, W W 3 W W CD“C?[ mf‘f

Monoglycerides (animal) Haraam if you are unable to verify the fact, you

Pepsin (animal)** Haraam can call the concerned company. The
Phospholipid (animal) Haraam company's name and number is f:‘ifil'?lT 2dTI

Renin Rennet** Investigate | generally mentioned on the product, if _— ﬂ@im
Shortening (animal)* Haraam i D °

not see the telephone directory.
Whey** Investigate
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