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Ayah
From Quran

For Prayer
restrains from
shameful and
unjust deeds; and
remembrance of
Allah is the
greatest without
doubt. [Sura Al-
Ankabut: 48]
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Young People Ask

HOW CAN I
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SIN AND REPENTANCE

AVOID PORNOGRAPHY?

“A boy at school had a picture of a naked girl pasted
inside the door of his locker. His locker wasn't far from
mine.” -Robert

“| was doing research on the Internet for a school report
when suddenly | came across a pornographic Website.”
—Annette

When your parents were your age, people who wanted
to view pornography had to look for it. Today, it seems
that pornography looks for you. Like Robert, quoted
above, you may find that your eyes fall upon a
schoolmate’s porn. Or, like Annette, you could
inadvertently see it online. Says one 19-years-old girl.

Al G ©SA

Sin is willfully and knowingly disobeying Allah. The
greatest of all sins is polytheism, though any intentional
violation of the commandments of Allah is a sinful act.
Allah, The Preventer, has prohibited a number of things
that are harmful to the individual or to society. Murder,
assault, theft, fraud, usury, fornication, adultery,
sorcery, consumption of alcohol, eating pork, and the
use of llicit drugs are all examples of sinful acts.

Islam rejects the doctrine of original sin. No soul shall
bear the burden of another, as this would be a great
injustice, because Allah, The Most Merciful,
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The All-Seeing, for our own deeds. However, if one person encourages another to commit a sin, both are punishable. One of them deserves
punishment for actually committing the sin; the other deserves punishment for encouraging it.

When a person commits a sin, he or she is deserving of Allah’s punishment. Fortunately, Allah is The Most Compassionate and The Oft-

Forgiving. Allah acts out of infinite knowledge and
had to die for the sins of mankind. Allah, The Most
believe that it was necessary for Jesus to

denies Allah’s infinite power and justice. Allah

Allah, the Answerer, promises us that He will
repentance. Repentance is a serious mater. It
mercy of Allah. Repentance cannot be taken
conditions:

SIN AND
REPENTANCE

justice. Muslims do not believe that Jesus, the son of Mary,
Compassionate, forgives whomever He chooses. To
suffer and die in order to have our sins forgiven

is unlimited in His mercy.

forgive us if we turn to Him in sincere
is the way a person can attain salvation by the
lightly. Sincere repentance has the following

1. The person must recognize and acknowledge that he or she has committed a sin and must truly regret having done so.

2. The person must humbly turn to Allah for forgiveness.

3. The person must have a sincere resolve not to commit the sin again.
4. If the sin caused harm to someone else, the person must make every possible attempt to remedy the harm.

This does not mean that if the person returns to the same sin in the future, his or her former repentance is annulled. What is needed is a serious
commitment in the heart not to sin again. Because we do not know what the future holds, the door to repentance is always open. Allah, The Oft-
Pardoning, is pleased when the children of Adam turn to Him for His abundant forgiveness. Repentance is a form of worship.

No one can forgive sins except Allah. It is forbidden for a Muslim to seek divine forgiveness for sin through or by turning to anyone else, as
Muslims believe this would be considered polytheism.

Ref: Islam Is...... — ICNA
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AVOID PORNOGRAPHY
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“Sometimes I'm browsing or shopping on
the Internet or even just checking bank
statements  online  when  wham---
pornography pops up!”.

This is hardly unusual. In one study, 90
percent of youths between the ages of 8
and 16 said that they had unintentionally
encountered pornography online--- in most
cases while doing homework! The fact is,
with millions of websites hosting hundreds
of millions of sexually explicit pages,
pornography is more accessible than ever.
It can even be accessed through a cell
phone. “It's a big thing at my school.” Says
16-year-old  Denise.  “On  Monday,
conversation seems to be, ‘What pictures
did you download to your cell over the
weekend?”

Knowing that so many people are looking at
pornography, you might wonder, ‘Is it really
all that bad?’ The answer is yes, for several
reasons.

Pornography has devastating effects on
those who are ensnared by it. Consider just
two examples:

“| was exposed to pornography at a very
young age, and it was really a struggle for
me to break free from it. It's been years, but
those images are indelibly burned into my
memory. The thoughts always seem to be
lurking in the back of your mind, and your
conscience never seems truly clean.
Pornography destroys your self-esteem and
can leave you feeling dirty and worthless.
You always have this silent burden to
carry.” —Erica.

“l was addicted to pornography for 10
years, and I've been free of it for 14. Even
now, though, it's a daily battle. The desire,
although much more subdued, is still there.
The curiosity is still there. The images are
still there. | wish I'd never started down this
hideous path. It seemed so harmless at
first. But now | know better. Pornography is
damaging, it is perverse, and it is
demeaning to all parties concerned.
Despite what its proponents may claim,
there is nothing -absolutely nothing—
positive about pornography.”—Jeff.

MAKING AN EVALUATION:

Q: How can you avoid even unintentionally
stumbling across pornography? First,
analyze the situation.

Q: How frequently do you encounter
pornography by accident?

O Never O Occasionally

U Weekly Q Daily

Q: Where does this most often occur?
O Internet Qd School QATV
A Cell-phone O Other

Q: Is there a pattern to your encounters?
Consider the following examples:

Are some of your schoolmates likely to
send pornography via e-mail or cell-phone
attachments? Knowing this may impel you
to delete such attachments without
opening them.

When you're online, do pop-ups occur
when you enter certain words in a search
engine? Knowing that this is possible
could help you to be more specific in your
use of key words.

Below, list any circumstances that have
led to your encountering pornography.

In view of the above, what might you do to

reduce the number of times you
inadvertently  encounter  pornography?
(Write your thoughts here.)

How do you respond when you stumble
across pornography?

1) I turn away immediately.

2) Curiosity causes me to stare at it briefly.
3) | continue to look at it and even search
out more.

If you checked the second or third
response, what goal could you set in this
matter?

www.themessagecanada.com

BREAKING FREE:

Some who are unwittingly exposed to
pornography become curious and, in time,
develop a habit of viewing it. Breaking
such a habit isn’t easy. If you have fallen
into a habit of viewing pornography, do not
despair. You can get help. How?

Understand pornography for what it is:
I's nothing less than a satanic attempt to
degrade something.

Think of the consequences:
Pornography  destroys marriages. It
devalues women and men. It debases the
person who views it.

Make commitment: a) | will not use the
Internet when | am alone in a room. b) |
will immediately exit any pop-up or site
that is explicit. c) | will talk to my parents if
| have a relapse.

Pray about the matter: Always pray to
God to keep away from the Sattan.

Talk to someone: If you have a habit of
viewing pornography, discuss with a
mature person whom you would feel
comfortable approaching about the matter.

Success: Be assured that you can be
successful in the war against pornography.
In fact, each time you turn away from it,

you have won a significant victory.
Ref: Awake! Dec. 2007

VISIT AUTHENTIC

ISLAMIC WEBSITE
Following websites provide very valuable
information about Islam. We might not
necessarily —agree with the views
expressed on every site.

www.whyislam.org , www.islam.org
www.islam-guide.com , www.latinodawah.org
www.jews-for-allah.org , www.islaminfo.com
www.iad.org , www.beconvinced.com
www.thetruereligion.org , www.viewislam.com
www.irf.net , www.islam101.com
www.discoverislam.com , www.talkislam.org
www.islam-usa.com/index.html
www.soundvision.com ,
www.muslimbridges.org
www.MuslimHeritage.com , messageonline.org
www.alhambraproductions.com
www.islamcode.com/index.html
www.bdislam.com , www.muslimville.com
www.eat-halal.com

WHY ISLAM ?2?2?
1877-WHY-ISLAM Please call:
9 AM - 9 PM US Eastern Std. Time.
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Important Information
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Fi-Sabilillah Services
NON-PROFIT ISLAMIC BOOKS &
DVD SERVICES

Non-Political & Non-Sectarian Community Services
Toronto, 647-280-3835

Where the sale of books and audio-videos are NOT FOR
COMMERCIAL purpose. All items are sold AT COST PRICE for
Dawa purpose.

Free Quran and other Dawah materials are available for Non-
Muslims. @=ret Si=ify 3 SARTImE 03y weArst Fie; FH0e
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< When you buy any food please check for the following Haraam Ingredients.

You can make a copy of this list and distribute it to your family members.
Reference: www.eat-halal.com

Haram Food Ingredients

Animal shortening
Collagen (Pork)

Investigate
Haraam

*Animal fat shortening can be from beef

Diglyceride (animal) Haraam fallow or lard. If it is from lard, then it is

Enzyme (animal) Haraam Haraam. If it is from beef fallow, then the

Fatty acid (animal) Haraam animal has to have been slaughtered

Gelatin Haraam Islamically, otherwise it is Haraam.

Glyceride (animal) Haraam

Glycerol/glycerin (animal) Haraam

Hormones (animal) Haraam **Rennet/Pepsin: Rennet is a milk

Hydrolyzed animal protein Haraam coagulant that is the concentrated extract

Lard Haraam of renin enzyme obtained from calves

Lecithin (if soya then Halaal) Haraam stomachs. Note: At the time of purchase,

Monoglycerides (animal) Haraam if you are unable to verify the fact, you

Pepsin (animal)*™ Haraam can call the concerned company. The

Phospholipid (animal) Haraam company's name and number is

Renin Rennet** Investigate generally mentioned on the product, if

Shortening (animal)* Haraam not see the telephone directory.

Whey** Investigate
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For your feedback please contact...
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